Date


Honorable David Paterson
Executive Chamber
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Paterson:


The warm days of summer may have begun, but 100,000 New York snowmobilers and the Upstate businesses that rely on them will be left out in the cold, unless you take action to restore the $1 million in funding that was “swept” out of the State’s Snowmobile Trail Development and Management Account back in March.


The $1 million that was “swept” didn’t come from taxpayers --- it came from the registration fees paid by snowmobilers for the expressed purpose of maintaining and developing the statewide trail system. Trail maintenance is critical to safety and the top priority for the 237 snowmobile clubs throughout the state who willingly assume responsibility for maintaining the trail system and volunteer over 250,000 hours of labor each year.


In fact, NYSSA member clubs successfully urged the Legislature to raise snowmobile registration fees in order to increase the dedicated trail monies in the Snowmobile Trail Fund. These increases were desperately needed to keep pace with escalating costs like fuel for trail groomers, proper signage and safety programs.


Losing this $1 million will have devastating effects on our ability to safely and adequately maintain trails for the entire season this winter. It will also severely hurt Upstate businesses and small communities that rely on snowmobilers and their tourism dollars. I placed my trust in the State of New York when I joined with other snowmobilers in supporting registration fee increases to help build up the trail fund and for the state to be a responsible steward of the trail fund.


Many snowmobilers believe this trust has been violated by the budget sweep. Please help restore this trust by returning the funds that we paid into the trail system. We wrote the checks for the trails, not for any other purpose. The clubs that maintain the trails desperately need that money.

Governor, we need your help. Winter is around the corner and snowmobile clubs are already in the planning stages for the 2009 season --- without your leadership in restoring this funding, there will be no season to plan for.


Sincerely,
Name

Member of Mulleyville Snowmobile Club
